Rete mirabile in humans--case report.
Carotid rete mirabile is a physiological vascular network between the external carotid and internal carotid systems present in some vertebrate species, but rarely observed in humans. We describe a 17-year-old girl with rete mirabile who presented with subarachnoid hemorrhage. Angiography disclosed the bilateral internal carotid arteries (ICAs) ended at the cavernous portion, and abnormal arterial networks visualized via the ICAs and the external carotid arteries in the paracavernous region. The distal ICAs were visualized via the abnormal arterial networks. After 18 years of follow-up she is leading a normal life without neurological problems. Rete mirabile in humans may present with hemorrhage or ischemic symptoms, but the prognosis appears to be good.